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The art, whether literary or plastic, which is only
appreciable by the connoisseur, is an art which is
luxurious because it is on the way to corruption.
Nothing is clearer in the vague set of guesses which
pass for aesthetic theory, than this : that to be healthy
and vigorous, art must spread beyond cliques and
studios, and express the strongest instincts and
emotions of the society in which it is developed.
This, I think, is significant of a general principle.
Luxury is characteristic of a class with narrow out-
look, and devoted to such enjoyments as are, by their
nature, incapable of communication. Whenever the
enjoyments are such as have an intrinsic tendency to
raise the general standard, as well as to heighten the
pleasure of a few, they cannot be simply stigmatised
as luxurious. The old view of the responsibilities of
wealth was chiefly confined to the doctrine that the
rich man should give away as many of his super-
fluities as possible, to be scrambled for by the poor,
in order to appease the Fates. We have come to see
that charity, though at present a necessary, should
be regarded as a degrading necessity; and, therefore,
not in the long run a possible alternative to luxury.
Too often it is itself a kind of luxury as mischievous
as selfish disregard to the natural consequences of our
expenditure. The true direction of our wishes should
rather be to direct social energies into such channels